
 

Over 30 Midland Zon ans braved the snowy 
elements on Tuesday, February 19, to 
a end the Intercity Dinner at the Horizons 
Center in Saginaw.   Hosted by the Zonta 
Club of Saginaw, members from Saginaw, 
Mt. Pleasant and Midland clubs enjoyed a 
networking opportunity  and the chance to 
win a “Healthy Heart” gi  basket and pur-
chase Zonta clings, bags, and yellow rose 
cards.  

A er a welcome by Marcia Woodbridge, the Saginaw club’s president, and introduc on of 
various commi ee members and guests from the other clubs, the evening’s program was 
presented.  Ann Coburn-Collins, Coordinator and Instructor of the Gender Studies Minor 
at SVSU, and Lisa Grills, Execu ve Director, YWCA Great Lakes Bay Region, highlighted sig-
nificant findings from their  study, “The Economic Status of Women in the Great Lakes Bay 
Region.”   The study targeted 5 major focal points:  employment and earnings, educa on, 
health and wellness, poli cal par cipa on, and crime and violence.   

Ann explained the “segrega on by occupa on” discrepancy related to career choices by 
women.  Working women’s employment is concentrated in educa on, healthcare, and 
social assistance industries, which typically pay less than male-dominated careers.  Fe-
males are not well-represented in science, technology, engineering, and mathema cs 
(STEM) occupa ons.  Women across all segments earn significantly less money than their 
male counterparts doing the same work.  The gaps in median income con nue to have a 
major impact on all aspects of the economic well-being of women and their families, es-
pecially those families headed by women. 

In educa on, 20% more women than men are seeking and comple ng college educa ons.   
However, due to the disparity in median income between men and women, at every level 
of educa onal a ainment males earn about 20% more than females in our region.   

The study reports that three of the four coun es in the region offer free primary care ac-
cess through the Free Clinics of Michigan program and all four coun es offer discounted 
medical services through county health plans.   Smoking, obesity, and alcohol abuse con-
tribute to a lower life expectancy  for women in this region.  Of those women who were of 
reproduc ve age, 9% were at 100% of the federal poverty level and 22% were at 250% of 
the federal poverty level.  Teenage pregnancy is at a higher level in our region when com-
pared to other states and na onal levels.                                                   (con nued on page 5) 

Intercity Dinner Educates on Economic Status of 
Women in Great Lakes Bay Region 

FEBRUARY 2013 

ZONTA CLUB OF MIDLAND 

ZCoM News 

Inside this issue: 

District 15 Area 

www.zontaclubofmidland.org 

President’s Message 2 

Clipper Club 2 

Holocaust Speaker 
at March Dinner 

3 

Flight Instructor of 
the Year! 

3 

Leader of the Year! 4 

Minutes 13 

Calendars 15 

Thank You Message 4 

ZINGS 8 

Dinner Dance 7 

Membership Oppor-
tunity 

5 

Club Finances 9 

Dessert Party Fun 6 

Auction Update 7 

ZI Foundation Form 11-
12 

Rose Day Form 10 

Lisa Grills (L) and Ann Coburn-Collins present 
findings from their  10-month research study. 



 

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 3  

It’s February in Michigan and we are ready for another snow storm!  However, you 
will want to brave the snow and not miss the exci ng upcoming events of Zonta Mid-
land, District 15 and Interna onal.  The March 5 business mee ng will be busy:  

 The club will discuss and pass our budget for the 2013/2014 fiscal year;   
 The 2013/2014 slate of officers will be presented; and 
 You won’t want to miss the presenta on from the United Na ons/Intercity Com-
 mi ee on the birthing kit project they have been working on. 

Our March 19 dinner will bring a presenta on from Anneke Burke-Kovistra and her 
family’s story of living through the Holocaust.  This will be an interes ng and in-
forma ve presenta on to say the least.  You may want to consider invi ng guests.  

Remember that poten al Zon ans a end their first mee ng free of charge!  Other guests, pay for their meal. 

March 8 is Rose Day which coincides with Interna onal Women’s Day.  Zonta Rose Day is a day to reflect on the vol-
untary work done by Zon ans all over the world to improve the status of women. This year, the District invites you 
to celebrate Zonta Rose Day by sending a yellow rose tribute to someone who has made a difference in your life.  
Just make a dona on to the Rose Fund and a virtual rose bouquet will be e-mailed to the recipient(s) of your choice.  
Your contribu on to the Rose Fund will enable Zonta to con nue to support interna onal service projects and edu-
ca onal awards that advance the status of women worldwide.  To send a rose, complete the form on page 10 of this 
newsle er and follow the instruc ons on the form (you can donate online at www.zonta.org or use the dona on 
form found on page 11). 

If you are looking for another way to stave off the winter blues, consider a ending the Zonta Club of Troy-South 
Oakland Zonta Charity Bowling Event to be held on Sunday, March 17.  If you are interested, visit the Zonta District 
15 website at www.zonta15.org and click on District 15 Club Events. 

April 15 may s ll be snowing, so you will want to make your reserva ons for the Kiwanis/Zonta Dinner Dance soon!  
The weather outside may be frigh ul but the dance is so deligh ul! See Sharon Mortensen or Lisa Hulbert. 

If you are s ll bored and looking for something to do while it snows outside, you could start condi oning and joint 
the ZIF team for the 2013 Bank of America Chicago Marathon.  The marathon is held October 13.  For more infor-
ma on, visit the team page at h p://www.crowdrise.com/TeamZontaChicago2013. 

Hope to see you soon at these events! 
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Join the Clipper Club 
The Archives Committee asks every member to be alert for articles and pictures about the 

Zonta Club of Midland in newspapers, magazines, and on the internet.  Clip them out and 
turn over to the committee to update and maintain our Zonta history library.   

The PR Committee will accept members’ articles (with accompanying photos, if applicable) for publica-
tion in this newsletter.  Articles will be edited for content and compatibility with Zonta Club goals.  
Please submit your articles in Word format, pictures in jpg format, or flyers and brochures as PDFs to: 
Colette St. Louis at Colette51@charter.net.   

This newsletter is published by the Zonta Club of Midland PR Committee, edited by Colette St. Louis. 
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Holocaust  Remembered  by  March  Dinner  Speaker  

Anneke Burke-Kovistra will be our special guest speaker at the March dinner 
mee ng.  The biography that follows comes from the Holocaust Museum ar-
chives. 
 
Righteous Gen le  
Utrecht, Netherlands  
  
Burke was born and raised in Utrecht, Netherlands, in a deeply religious Chris an  
family iden fied as Frisian. Burke was one of three daughters of a working‐class  
baker. Her father was a member of the resistance movement. He hid in his back‐
yard  toolshed eight Jews (consis ng of three families) for three years. All of the 
Jews and  members of her family survived the war.  
 
Burke states that the Jews whom her family hid felt more Dutch than Jewish. Her  

father, a Zionist, taught them the psalms of David and educated them about Zionism.  
  
The Jews were kept in the toolshed at all mes, and the children were strictly forbidden to go near it. O en mes the 
children would hear noises and be told by  their parents that they had not heard anything. Burke saw the Jews through 
the  window and was told by her father that they were visitors. A er the war had ended,  the children were s ll too 
young to discuss the Holocaust with their parents.  
  
Burke says that she has no direct memories of the Holocaust except for one in which the Germans came to search her 
house. She states that everyone in her family (and even the third genera on) was greatly affected psychologically by 
their experiences.  
  
Her parents were awarded a Righteousness Award from the state of Israel in 1973.  She believes her parents hid the 
Jews not for financial gain, but rather out of moral obliga on. Her mother, twenty‐five years old in 1939, told her, "You 
do what has to  be done." Burke says that when one searches for the good in others, one finds the good in oneself. 
 
Now living in Mayville, MI, Anneke will give us a first-person glimpse into this dark period in human history and what 
her family did to bring a li le light into it.   

The Holocaust Memorial Center 
is a place of solemn remem-
brance, where an eternal flame 
burns in honor of those who per-

ZCOM member, Linda Langrill, has been named Cer fied Flight Instructor of the Year 
for the eight-state Great Lakes region. 

A private pilot since 1979, Linda started out flying freight planes for FedEx. Today, in 
addi on to teaching people how to fly, she conducts the reviews that pilots must 
undergo every two years. She is also secretary of the Midland Experimental Aircra  
Associa on, volunteers as a pilot with the Young Eagles, and helps with the annual 
Midland Avia on Camp. 

Of Linda’s trainees, 65 have become pilots with another 12 to 15 earning addi onal ra ngs. 

For the past several years Linda has generously donated a “Flight over Midland County” to the Zonta Auc on and this 
year is no excep on.  It’s a thoroughly enjoyable and exhilara ng experience with a pilot who shares her joy of flight 
with her passengers. 

Congratula ons, Linda! 

Linda  Langri l l ,  Cer fied  Flight   Instructor  of  the  Year  



 

When we met 10 years ago, Cole e was my boss – officially. Humble and down-to-earth, 

though, she probably wouldn’t have characterized our rela onship like that.   

As vice president of the board, Cole e’s interest in serving was clear. She was known as a 

“grassroots volunteer”. Not in it for the power nor to build her resume, Cole e’s service 

didn’t come about because her boss thought it might be good experience. She was dedicat-

ed to making the community a be er place to live and work. 

Last month she was recognized for her commitment to community leadership over the 

years as Leadership Midland’s Leader of the Year. The award is presented annually to a 

Leadership Midland alum who serves as a community role model and provides significant, 

effec ve leadership for the purpose of community improvement. 

Cole e’s current leadership opportuni es include the second vice president, Ways and 

Means chair, and newsle er editor of the Zonta Club of Midland, member of the Chippewa 

Nature Center Board of Directors, United Way Community Impact panel member, SPACE, Inc.’s lead for the United 

Way campaign, and SPACE’s volunteer coordinator for par cipa on in the MS Walk, Sharing Tree, and CNC’s Ditch ‘N 

Dine. 

Over the years of par cipa on on boards and teams and in events, Cole e has led dozens of volunteer projects and 

has served as a community role model for hundreds of people, posi vely impac ng the community in many ways.  

She’s proudest, however, of the modeling she’s doing for her grandkids. 

“I’m especially proud that I’ve been able to pass the torch of volunteerism to my granddaughter and grandson,” says 

Cole e. “By ge ng them involved now, hopefully that love of volunteering will stay with them throughout their 

lives.” 

Congratula ons, Cole e! 
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From Grassroots Volunteer to Community Leader 
Cole e St. Louis Leads by Example                            by Cynthia Chilcote 

Diane:  

Yesterday, we purchased our first "load" of FHPs (feminine hygiene products) from the Zonta grant. Just want-
ed to report in about it. One of our staff was going to Sam's Club anyway and she picked up some $100 in 
product. Our staff and volunteers are delighted to be able to provide these to our clients. Our clients are very 
grateful. I don't know if there's another organiza on that distributes the FHPs. I hope so. But I doubt it!  

So, please pass along to your membership our gra tude for the grant for FHP purchases. We love what you all 
do for our community for those who struggle in poverty.  

Peace,  
 
Tom Vander Zouwen 
 Execu ve Director 
Caregiving Network, Inc. 
607 Gordon St. 
Midland, MI  48640-4934 
989-837-9757 (Office Phone)   989-631-6041 (Fax) 
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Intercity  Dinner   ( c o n n u e d   f r om   p a g e   1 )  

In order to improve women’s status, we have to become more involved in the poli cal process according to the study.  
Approximately  75% of GLBR women are registered to vote, but only 50% of them actually vote.  However, as of the 
2012 elec ons, more women are taking on leadership roles in poli cs, breaking records for the number of women  
elected to poli cal posi ons.  All GLBR coun es have at least one women serving  on city council or county commis-
sion. 

In the area of crime and violence, GLBR women were most frequently arrested for crimes against society described as 
alcohol or drug-related charges, family neglect, trespassing, and vagrancy.   Es mates for domes c violence among 
African– Americans are notably higher in Bay and Saginaw coun es compared to the state level.  In all communi es of 
interest, domes c violence among African Americans occurs at a magnitude of 300% when compared to violence 
among whites or other minori es. 

Lisa and Ann recognized members of the commi ee who worked hard to  research, compile, and clearly explain the 
findings of the study.  Included on that list was Zonta Club of Midland’s own Carole Calvert-Baxter.  

They emphasized that the study is only the star ng point.  The next step is to  work with area agencies on one of the 5 
ini a ves in each of the next 5 years .  At the end of the 5 years another study will be done to evaluate change.   
Funding from AAUW, SVSU, women’s groups, and personal sponsors enabled the research and assimila on of this 
study.  To access the full report, visit the YWCA’s website:  h p://ywcaglbr.org/documents/advocacy.html. 

A er a wonderful dinner with a decadent dessert, the drawing for the basket was held and Diane Moomey won!  Each 
guest received a gi  of a colorful, jewel-toned bookmark clip.  Members of the Saginaw club thanked the other clubs 
for venturing out in the stormy weather and making the evening a success. 

***Membership Opportunity*** 

Anna Sylvester, Area 1 Director, District 15 sent out the following call to membership.  “Please pass the word that 
Gaylord is looking for members. Some mes people we know “move up north,” and we don’t think to tell them that 
there are clubs seeking members in all areas. Tell friends and family and ask them to tell friends and family. Keep 
the word spreading.” 

 



 

The 2013 World’s Greatest Dessert Party on Fat Tuesday didn’t disappoint. The annual Legacy 

Center fundraiser was held at the Midland Country Club and Zonta volunteers were front and 

center as they womanned the dessert tables in the hallway entrance to the main room.  Maria 

Cohoon again served as Zonta’s volunteer coordinator and had everyone aproned and gloved 

and prepared to dish desserts. 

While Zonta worked the hallway, Empty Canvas worked the main room.  The McMath boys 

brought their unique art and music to the event and engaged guests and volunteers to com-

plete a pain ng of the Mackinac Bridge that was auc oned off at the end of the night.   

Maria expressed her gra tude to the many Zon ans who par cipated:   
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Another  Decadent  Dessert  Display!  

“To all the Zon ans who volunteered at the Great Dessert Party, you are the BEST!!!    Always ready to heed 

my call for help, and to donate your me and efforts for a good cause. 

  

We had a great group and had lots of gooey fun, with delicious desserts to sample.   

  

Thank you  all, we'll do it again next year.” 



 

Who doesn’t need a 5-pound Hershey’s Bar?  And you know you can’t live without that 
cute pillbox fur hat!  These are just two of the many fine items already collected for this 
year’s auc on.  Add to that fitness and spa gi  cer ficates, jewelry, a flight over Midland, 
get-away overnights, and many other special items and the 2013 April Auc on promises to 
be fun, fun, fun!   

We’ll be having the Girl Scout cookie box prize event again, so remember to bring an extra 
$10 for that!   
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Sneak  Peek  at  Auc on   Items  

The Kiwassee Kiwanis/Zonta Club Dinner Dance will take place on Friday, April 
5 at 6:00 pm at the Midland Country Club. The evening includes a buffet din-
ner and a ballroom lesson taught by professional dance instructor, Angela 
Markle. A er the lesson, dancing will follow.  

The cost is $50 per person and is limited to 80 ckets. Guests are welcome to 
a end, so you can come and bring your friends. If you are interested in a end-
ing, please contact Sharon Mortensen (839-9084) or Lisa Hulbert (638-2475).  

You will need to submit a check to Zonta Club of Midland a er registering with 
Sharon or Lisa. Profits from the evening are split between Kiwanis and Zonta, 
propor onate to the number a ending from each group. Last year’s event was 
a fun evening, so please consider a ending this year.  

Kiwanis  /  Zonta  
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Ama‐ZING  Events  Draw  Zon ans  Together  
The first ZING in February found a group of Zon ans 
a ending the 25th Dow Corning Tennis Classic.  Prior to 
a ending the match, the group met at Big E’s for drinks 

and dinner. 
Pictured here are:  Front L-R, Megan Granda, Carol Arnosky, 
Susan Hammer; Rear L-R, Barb Vanderkelen, Kate Maxwell, 
Lisa Orlando, Lori McCracken, and Linda Malekadeli.  Taking 
the picture was ZING-master, Lisa Hulbert. 
 
 

 
 
The second ZING, again organized by Lisa Hulbert, brought Zon ans togeth-
er at Menu Manager.  A er a light meal of soup and sandwiches, the 
“chefs” dug right in and made chicken pot pies for two.   
 
All the ingredients were pre-measured and pre-chopped so assembling the 
pot pies took only a small amount of me, but the resul ng crea ons 
looked like they took hours!   

Sandy Wei-
mer, Michele 
Atwell, and 
Kate Max-
well:  Iron 
Chefs? 

Harriett Stopyak and 
Kate Maxwell mak-
ing magic. 

Penny Yost and Chandra 
Morse learning the ropes 
from Lori McCracken.. 

Lisa Hul-
bert, 
Sandy 
Weimer, 
and Me-
gan Gran-
da mixin’ it 
up. 
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In one of the most succinctly explained financial presenta ons the club has ever had, Cathy Budd outlined the reasons 

behind the budget numbers for 2013-2014.  The Fi-

nance Commi ee spent hours and hours synthesizing 

expenditures and working to cut costs to balance the 

budget.   

One of the most electric slides in her presenta on was 

the clear descrip on of the four funds the club has and 

how the funds are acquired and spent.   Cathy’s expla-

na on of where the money comes from, which account 

it goes to, and what’s funded by the income helped 

members see exactly how the club’s finances func on. 

 

 

 

The next slide detailed the ac vity in the General 

Fund, which has carried a deficit for several years 

because our dues did not cover our mee ng 

costs.  Shor alls were covered by transferring 

funds from the Conven on Fund, but without 

addressing the issue.  The Finance Commi ee 

decided that would change with the new budget. 

In order to balance the General Fund and make it 

self-sufficient without raising dues was a chal-

lenge, but the Finance Commi ee came up with 

a couple of solu ons that did just that! 

 

 

The Proposal slide shows that by 

elimina ng expenditures for just two 

events and switching to the chef’s 

selec on menu, the General Fund is 

balanced, and even shows a slight 

surplus.  The “Adj Cost” line takes 

into account the fact that not all 

members a end all meals.   

Thank you to the Finance Commi ee 

for tackling this thorny issue head-on 

and arriving at the least painful con-

clusion.  The budget was presented 

at the February business mee ng 

and is on the agenda for approval at 

the March business mee ng. 

Clarity   in  Club  Finances  
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Rose  Day  Dona on  Form  
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Zonta   Interna onal  Founda on  Dona on  Form   ( p a g e  1 )  
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Zonta   Interna onal  Founda on  Dona on  Form   ( p a g e  2 )  
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Zonta Club of Midland 

Business Mee ng Minutes ‐ Proposed 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 

The mee ng was called to order at 12:04 p.m.  By Zonta President, Diane Moomey.  The mee ng began with the Zonta 

blessing and introduc ons.  

Secretary’s Report.  Rhonda Anderson.  Approved January mee ng minutes.  Moved by Linda Malekadeli,  supported by 

Debbie Stephens .  

Treasurer’s Report.  Lynda Pu .  Approved treasure’s report.  Moved by Sue Moody,  supported by Sharon Mortensen.    

ARR.  Lisa Hulbert.    Great turn out at Nan’s Jazzercise session;  February 6 Zing Dinner at Big E’s and shu le to Tennis 
Night; February 20th evening out at the Menu Manager RSVP to jmccracken@mycc.org 

Archives.  Esther Seaver No report 

A endance.  Harriet Stopyak. No report  

Bylaws.  Cathy Budd.  No report.   

Fellowship/Awards.  Lisa Miner.  No report.   

Finance/Fundraising.  Cathy Budd.  Cathy reviewed proposed budget 2013-14 and discussed in detail changes.  See 

a ached document for details.  We will vote on this budget during the next business mee ng.   

Decision to award eight, $2000 scholarships in 2013.  This will allow us to maximize scholarship awards and maintain 

minimum founda on fund balance of $5000. 

Homewalk.   Ann Beck & Elizabeth Lumbert.   The wrap-up mee ng is Thursday at 11:30 at Midland Resort.   

Intercity/United Na ons.  Cari Francis.   Reminder the dinner is February 19 at 5:30 pm at the Horizon’s Center in Sagi-
naw.  Members are responsible for $12 of the $34 cost.  Deadline to RSVP is Friday, February 8. We can car pool as a 
group.  We will send an e-mail with loca on.   

We are now accep ng  applica ons for the Young Women in Public Affairs scholarships 

.Organiza on, Membership & Classifica on.  Sharon Mortensen.  Inducted 10 members last month and all were able to 
a end the orienta on.  

We have two poten al members  going through applica on process. We will induct new members on April 2nd and the 
next new member orienta on is May 14th at Sandy Wiemer’s.     

Parliamentarian.   Esther Seaver  No report.  

Ad Hoc – Golden Z Club.  Cynthia Chilcote.   No report. 

. Nomina ng/Immediate Past President.  Cynthia Chilcote.   We are accep ng nomina ons for the board,  you can nom-
inate yourself or another member.   

Public Rela ons/Communica ons.  Debbie Stephens.    No report 

Service/Legisla on & Advocacy. Michelle Atwell.   Dona ons YTD are below and there is approximately $1,500 le  to 

award.  

$250 Mental Health for Central MI for transporta on 

$250 to Open Door transporta on for transporta on 



 

$500 Shelterhouse for sexual assault kits,  

$300 for Shelterhouse for Girls s on the Run,    

$300 American Heart Associa on for health related issues 

Great turnout for volunteering at World Greatest Dessert Party 

Ways & Means.  Cole e St. Louis Auc on is on April 16th  and we are s ll solici ng items.   S ll need baskets, containers 

and trays to wrap things in.  Reminder bring your checkbook for auc on we do not accept credit cards.  April 15th we will 

be looking for volunteers to help sort and package auc on items.   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

50/50 –  a record number of  $54 was won by Rhonda Anderson. 

DOLLAR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Midland Area Community Founda on is accep ng scholarship un l March 1st. 

 Congratula ons to Melissa Barnard as a YWCA Women of Achievement 

 Congratula ons to Cole e St. Louis for Leader of the Year from Leadership Midland 

 Ea ng for Health Programs sponsored through Grace A Dow Library 

AAUW and Women’s Innova on Network are sponsoring luncheon on Thursday, February 21st where Georgia Abbo  will 
speak. 

The mee ng was adjourned at 12:56. 

Respec ully submi ed, 

Rhonda Anderson, Corresponding Secretary 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1                          2 

3  
Nan Blasy 

4 5 11:30 am 

Business Mtg 
Cindy Vickery  

 
 

6 7 8 9 
Jill VanBuskirk 

10 11 
Jennifer Parks 

12    13 
Ann Beck 

14 
Jenny Kendrick 

15 16 
 

17 18 
 

19  5:30 pm 

Social Mee ng  
20 21  7:15am 

Board Mee ng 

MACF   

22 
Mary Hart 
Pa  Tuma 

23 

24 25 
Diane Moomey 

26   

 

27  
Melissa Grzegor-

czyk, Linda Lan-

grill 

28 29 30 

march 20 1 3  

31 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  11:30 am 
Business Mtg—
Elect Officers, 
Induct 2 new 
members 

3 4  
Denise Avery 

5 6pm @ MCC 

Kiwanis/Zonta 
Dinner Dance   

6 

 

7 8            
Elizabeth Lum-
bert, Casey 
Mallek 

9  
 
 

10 

Sharon Miller 

11 12 
 

13 

 

14 

 
15 16   5:30 pm 

Auction! 
 

17 18   7:15 am   

Board Mee ng 

@ MACF 

19 
 

20 

 

21 22 23 24 
 

25 

 

26 27 

28 29 

Penny Yost 

30  
 

   

april  20 1 3  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 11:30 am 

Business Mtg  
 
 

8 9 10 11 
 

12 13 14 
Membership 
Orientation 
Sandy Wei-
mer’s @ 5:30  

15 16 17 18 
 

19 20 215:30 pm  

 Scholarship 
Dinner 

 
Lisa Miner 

22 23 24 
 

25 

26 27 
 

28 
Maria Cohoon  

 

29 
Alice Strange 

30 31 
END OF 
ZONTA 
YEAR 

 

may 20 1 3  


