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“Change the world. One s tch at a me. One Woman at a
me.” That’s the message Laura Wolak shared at the October
dinner mee ng. Laura, a Senior Strategic Marke ng Manager
at Dow Chemical, updated ZCoM members on the progress of
the Red Dirt Road project she co‐founded. Along with Marie
Eckstein and Alan Lightman of the Harpswell Founda on, Laura
began Red Dirt Road to empower young women in Cambodia
by providing them business and sewing skills to create, market,
and sell handmade designs.
Hab Saly, a young, determined woman in a small village, Tra‐
mung Chrum, conveyed her dream of crea ng a local sewing
business so women wouldn’t have to work in sweat shops in
Phnom Penh. The three founders of Red Dirt Road made it happen with funding from
the Harpswell Founda on. Using foot‐powered sewing machines the 8 women in the
small business make handmade shawls, handbags, scarves, and clothing. Most of the
fabrics used are silk, but co on and polyester can be found in some of the crea ons.
Laura reported that there are over 500,000 women working from dawn to dusk in
sweatshops in the Cambodian garment industry. They live in squalid condi ons and
earn only $70/month. The women working at Red Dirt Road earn twice as much in
half the me.
Laura explained that there are 14 million people in Cambodia today and 90% live in
rural areas. The annual income is only $500/person. In 2005 only 1% of the popula‐
on had a college educa on; that figure is forecasted to rise to 5% by 2015.
Con nued on Page 3

Congratula ons to Our New Area 4 Director!
If you won’t be at meetings,
you can pick up your tickets at
Scrapbooks Galore & More
301 East Wackerly Street
Midland (in Bell Plaza )
Monday–Thursday: 10am - 6pm
Friday: 10 a.m. -9pm.
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
The phone number is (989)
835-5577

ZCoM’s own Lisa Hulbert was elected Area 4 Director at the District
15 Fall Conference held October 18‐20 at Bay Valley Resort. On
Friday evening all candidates had 3 minutes to sway voters. Area 4
was the only one to have 2 candidates running for the posi on, so
Lisa enjoined some of the ZCoM members to supply one‐word
a ributes describing her. “Loyal, kind, friendly, sincere” were just
some of the adjec ves shouted out.
On Saturday the votes were cast and Lisa was victorious! She will serve a two‐year
term represen ng an area stretching from northern Detroit metro suburbs north‐
west to Midland. (See related story on Page 5)
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President’s Message from Cathy Budd
Eight years ago I decided to get involved with a service organiza on for two rea‐
sons ‐ the chance to give back and the opportunity to interact with other like‐
minded women in the community. This month’s ac vi es have been a wonderful
reminder of what an incredible impact we have on those less fortunate both within
our community and interna onally.
Your generosity in October to help others in the community was very heart‐
warming to see. Dona ons to the Shelterhouse resale store filled several carloads
and 66 handbags were collected for Handbags for Hope. Across all clubs within
District 15, 3510 handbags were donated se ng up Handbags for Hope with more
handbags than they typically collect within a year!
I was reminded of how far reaching Zonta’s generosity is felt worldwide from
Jacquie Gudmundsen’s presenta on on the service projects funded by the Zonta Interna onal Founda on. As a club
we have pledged $4,383 in 2013/2014 to support ZIF’s projects. Thru the crea vity and ingenuity of our Fellowship
Commi ee, we were able to increase our level of giving at the district conference. Our Fellowship commi ee de‐
signed, planned and hosted the Friday Fun Night with entertainment provided by “Empty Canvas”. The live auc on of
their interac ve pain ng generated $720 that was donated on behalf of the Midland club to the Zonta Interna onal
Founda on.
With our collec ve enthusiasm, energy and eﬀort, I am excited to see what else we can accomplish this year!

Future Dinner Mee ng Speakers
The January dinner mee ng will feature Dr. Todd Thomas, a Northwood professor teaching manage‐
ment in the MBA program at the DeVos Graduate School of Management. Recommended by Nancy
Barker, Todd will be speaking to us about diﬀerences in genera ons. Nancy heard him give this
presenta on before and said that it is well done, humorous and very helpful for everyone who is
working with people between the ages of 20 and 60.
“Leading the Genera ons” looks at the diﬀerences and similari es in the four genera ons represent‐
ed in our current ac ve workforce and the necessity for bridging the gaps between them.

“Simple Solu ons for Staying Sharp,” developed by Brainworks, is the topic for the March 2014 din‐
ner mee ng. The Board of Directors selected this topic from several program op ons proposed by
Megan Granda. Jim Wiaduck with the Advisor Solu ons Group at Janus will be presen ng the pro‐
gram developed by Dr. Heidi Hanna.
The promo onal material about this presenta on states, “Daily mental mul tasking and our con‐
stant state of “busyness” can create a chronic level of stress on our brain, causing us to be unfo‐
cused, distracted, and less produc ve. What’s more, research suggests that age‐related cogni ve
decline—characterized by a decrease in the brain’s ability to perform regular func ons like judgment, reasoning,
memory, learning and language—begins in healthy, educated adults in their 20s and 30s.”
The program will present ways to increase brain fitness, mental acuity, and reten on while reducing brain stress. Sign
me up!
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Red Dirt Road (con

nued from Page 1)

With 1 in 5 girls sold into pros tu on, Red Dirt Road and Harpswell are preven ng that from happening to young wom‐
en in Tramung Chrum.
In addi on to suppor ng Red Dirt Road, the Harpswell Founda on built two dormitories
for women to stay in while they a end school in Phnom Penh. Universi es in Cambodia
do not provide housing for female students. The Harpswell dormitories are safe, clean
environments where women can realize their poten al. According to Harpswell, “At the
end of two years, our students were first in their class at 3 out of the 5 top universi es in
Cambodia.”
Laura presented a slide show showing the red dirt roads of Cambodia. She said that
the seamstresses par cipa ng in the program can “travel the red dirt roads with
their heads held high.” Throughout the year, sewing books and fashion ideas are
sent to Hab Saly to help the women “westernize” their designs to improve sales
outside Cambodia. Laura explained that most of the fabric used comes from local
markets and is handwoven silk. She invited members to come up a er the mee ng
to examine some of the products and make purchases.
In closing, Laura suggested that we check out the website: reddirtroad.co. Note that it’s not .com, but .co. She an‐
nounced that there would be a sale of more items at Blessed Sacrament’s Social Hall and gym on November 10th from
9 am to 1 pm.

Zonta Zing! With an Italian Accent
Fresh herbs, spices, private‐label olive oils and vinegars combined in a cooking demonstra on
that results in delectables we get to sample….what could be be er? The next Zonta Zing will be
at Mercato di O & V in downtown Midland on November 13th and 14th at 6:30 pm. Two nights
are planned so more Zon ans can par cipate.
Recipes will be prepared table‐side using the vinegars, oils, sea salt and herbs sold in the store.
Mercato di O & V is known for its Bacon Joy, which can be used to perk up baked beans, potato
salad, spinach salad, deviled eggs, burgers, and on and on. Products will be sold at a 15% discount the nights of the
demonstra on.
The cost of this event is $20 and at least 8 reserva ons have to be filled each night in order to make it happen. Please
RSVP to Susan Hammer at shammer@bolgerandba le.com. Buona sera!
The PR Committee will accept members’ articles (with accompanying photos, if applicable) for publication in this newsletter. Articles will be edited for content and compatibility with Zonta Club goals.
Please submit your articles in Word format, pictures in jpg format, or flyers and brochures as PDFs to:
Colette St. Louis at Colette51@charter.net.
This newsletter is published by the Zonta Club of Midland PR Committee, edited by Colette St. Louis,
PR Chair. 2014 Committee members and contributors: Carole Calvert-Baxter, Cynthia Chilcote, Jenny
Kendrick, Alisha Toyzan, Penny Yost.
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Interna onal Founda on: Helping Women in 37 Countries
What is the diﬀerence between Zonta Interna onal and the ZI founda on (ZIF)? Why do we
give? How can I give? These are some of the ques ons Jacquie Gudmundsen, District 15 Foun‐
da on Ambassador, answered for Midland Zon ans and guests at the October dinner mee ng.
With years of experience as a Zon an (currently a member of the Pon ac‐North Oakland club),
a club oﬃcer, District 15 board member, and Interna onal Director, Jacquie presented a thor‐
ough look at the Interna onal Founda on and its programs for the 2012‐2014 biennium which
include:
 Interna onal Service Program ($2,000,000 USD)
Jacquie Gudmundsen
 Elimina on of New Pediatric HIV Infec on and Response to Survivors of Domes c and Gen‐
der‐based Violence in Rwanda
 Liberia Fistula Program
 Zonta Interna onal Strategies to End Violence Against Women, ZISVAW ($1,162,000 USD)
 Safe Ci es for Women Project in Honduras
 Empowering Women in Rural Samoa to Combat Violence
 Mass Communica on with a Purpose: Global Partnership on Edutainment for Social Change
ZI’s impact on these UNICEF‐administered programs has been significant. Since 1998, Burkina Faso has experienced a
49% reduc on in female genital mu la on; Nepal was declared free of maternal and neonatal tetanus in 2005; in Af‐
ghanistan, 4 million women have been immunized against neonatal tetanus; Rwanda will see its first HIV‐free genera‐
on born in 2015.
Other issues addressed by Zonta Interna onal eﬀorts have included:
Acid burning (Cambodia, Nepal, Uganda)
Disaster Relief (Hai , Sri Lanka)
Economic Survival (Bolivia, Liberia, Niger)
Educa on (Afghanistan)
Female Genital Mu la on (Burkina Faso)
HIV/Aids (Niger/Rwanda
Human Traﬃcking (Bosnia, Croa a, Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, Thailand)
Obstetric Fistula (Liberia, Ethiopia)
Safe Ci es (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras)
Neonatal Tetanus Vaccina on (Afghanistan, Nepal)
The Interna onal Founda on’s fundraising goal for the biennium is $4,938,000 to fund these projects through club
contribu ons, individual contribu ons, and planned gi s. District 15 hopes to see 100% of clubs and 15% of individual
members donate to ZIF with more clubs showing 100% of members dona ng as individuals. Jacquie says that as of
August 31st, we have raised about 56% of our goal and more is needed. Zon ans can give individually with cash, check,
credit card, or wire transfer using forms available online at www.zonta.org. Recurring gi s, tribute gi s, employer
matches, gi s of stock and planned gi s are also appreciated.
Finally, Jacquie reviewed the ZI scholarship programs:
 Amelia Earhart Fellowship Program (35 awards were given to women from 19 countries)
 Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship Program (314 awards to women from 44 countries)
 Young Women in Public Aﬀairs Award (637 awards to women from 50 countries)
Zonta makes a diﬀerence in a me when violence against women is rampant, human traﬃcking is thriving, equal pay
for equal work does not exist, and women do not have equal opportunity to educa on, health care, income genera‐
on, and basic security.
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District 15 Fall Conference Creates Memories for ZCoM
Hosted by the Fenton and Flint 1 Zonta Clubs, the 2013 Fall Conference at Bay Valley Resort
and Conference Center in Bay City the weekend of October 18‐20 saw the Zonta Club of
Midland highlighted throughout the conference.
The Friday evening business mee ng was opened by Governor Karen Armaly. A er a wel‐
come speech by Tom Hickner, Bay County Execu ve, the formal mee ng con nued with in‐
troduc ons and roll call of delegates. A video gree ng from Zonta Interna onal President
Lynn McKenzie reviewed the impact Zonta has around the world and the ini a ves ZI promotes.
Then, each candidate up for elec on was granted 3 minutes to introduce themselves and present her pla orm. The
Zonta Club of Midland had quite a con ngent present who provided vocal moral support for Lisa Hulbert who was run‐
ning for Area 4 Director. Cynthia Chilcote was appointed clock –watcher and held everyone to the allo ed me.
Midland was highlighted in “Zee Facts” for winning the Zonta Interna onal Award for $20,000 in contribu ons to ZI as
a result of our successful Homewalk. Other ZCoM impacts men oned were Shelterhouse Christmas, Literacy Council’s
Dessert Party, and the assembly of birthing kits.
ZCom and the Saginaw club sponsored Friday Fun Night and introduced Emp‐
ty Canvas to District 15 Zon ans. Sco and Mike McMath sang, joked, and
painted for over an hour. Dra ing Zon ans to add splashes of color, paint
trees, and fill in the background, Mike completed a work of art depic ng a
backyard garden heading into fall. As with other Empty Canvas events, the
pain ng was auc oned. The winning bid was $1020 by Chris Ratcliﬀe. $720
was donated to ZI Founda on.

Mike McMath, Chris Ratcliffe, and Scott McMath

Lisa Miner and Pa y Carlson of the Fellowship Commi ee greeted everyone as they entered
the room and had them put their names in a bowl to win gi baskets. Throughout the even‐
ing, names were drawn and baskets full of Michigan goodies were handed out to the winners.
The following morning the business of the conference con nued
with vo ng for the candidates for directorships and board posi‐
ons. As reported on Page 1, Lisa Hulbert was elected Area 4 Di‐
rector. Congratula ons, Lisa!
A er the elec ons a keynote address by Elizabeth Donovan from
the Ava Maria School of Law in Naples, FL, discussed human
Lisa and Patty collecting
traﬃcking. During the Status of Women Luncheon, a endees were
names for Michigan gift
baskets
introduced to the District’s two Amelia Earhart Fellowship winners,
Ph.D. candidates from University of Michigan, Julie Prinet and Kim‐
berly Trent. The a ernoon’s keynote address by Carol Ryan, a na onal advocate for the Am‐
ber Alert Program, focused on her teenaged daughter’s abduc on and successful return.
The conference concluded on Sunday with a reminder that next year’s Fall Conference will
be at the Otsego Club in Gaylord. The theme will be “Colors of Zonta.”

Kimberly Trent, Amelia Earhardt Fellowship Winner

6

Zonta Club of Midland

OCTOBER 2013
Page 6

Fall Conference

in Pictures

Anna Sylvester and Ellen Dolsen
report breaking ZBC News.

Recognize Angie Karwan?

Fes val of Furs!

Zonta Club of Midland
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November 19th Dinner Meeting Venue Change

Zonta Club of Midland
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Sell More...What For?....Big Score!
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Homewalk Sites—Have You Signed Up?
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Homewalk Sites—Have You Signed Up?
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Homewalk Sites—Have You Signed Up?
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Zonta Club of Midland
Business Mee ng Minutes ‐ Proposed
Tuesday, October 1,2013

The mee ng was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Zonta President, Cathy Budd. The mee ng began with the Zonta
blessing and introduc ons.
Secretary’s Report. Rhonda Anderson. Approved September mee ng minutes. Moved by Stephans, Seconded by
Vander Zowen.
Treasurer’s Report. Karla Oldenburg. The treasures report was reviewed . Recommended the report be included with
the agenda so members have a chance to review prior to the mee ng. Approved treasure’s report. Moved by Morten‐
sen and supported by Malekadeli
ARR. Lisa Hulbert. We will have Zing in October TBD.
Archives. Esther Seaver A mee ng next Tuesday, from 5:00 – 6:00 at Dow Library. Remember to forward news clip‐
pings of members to the commi ee.
A endance. Harriet Stopyak. Reminder when you RSVP for mee ng to indicate if you have special dietary needs.
Harriet must have this informa on before the mee ng not the day of the mee ng.
Bylaws. Sharon Mortensen. No report.
Fellowship/Awards. Lisa Miner. District Conference Fun Night is being hosted by our club with the Saginaw Club. Re‐
member early bird registra on is through October 4th. During the lunch and dinner mee ngs we are collec ng clothing
items for the Shelterhouse resale shop. In addi on we are collec ng handbags for the fall conference.
Finance/Fundraising. Sharon Mortensen. No report
Homewalk. Ann Beck & Elizabeth Lumbert. Tickets have gone to press and we will distribute at the October dinner
mee ng . Reminder the goal is each member will sell six ckets and is expected to work either Saturday or Sunday.
Sponsorships dollars are at $22,650 – congratula ons this may be a record.
Intercity/United Na ons. Kathy Swarthout. Will meet soon now that commi ee has some addi onal members.
.Organiza on, Membership & Classifica on. Bridget Sadenwater. Reminder we would like our October dinner
mee ng to be a membership drive. Forward contact informa on for someone you plan to invite to Bridget Saden‐
water and she will send out personal invita ons.

Parliamentarian. Esther Seaver No report
Golden Z Club. Megan Granda. Next informa onal mee ng Wednesday, October 9 at 9:00 NU.
Nomina ng/Immediate Past President. Dianne Moomey. The November dinner mee ng will be held at GLH at
Northwood University. We are cosponsoring the event with AAUW, Midland Area League of Women Voters. Michigan
State Senator Judy Emmons will address issue of human traﬃcking. Presenta on from 7:00‐8:00. Following the presen‐
ta on we will have light refreshments and an opportunity to network with other local clubs. This is in replacement of
our November dinner mee ng. Club was reminded to make sure we have table to turn in homewalk informa on and
sign‐up . We will send the flyer to members electronically.
Public Rela ons/Communica ons. Colle e St. Louis Mike will con nue to be our IT webmaster . He is researching
other pla orms if we want to bring it in‐house at some me. Commi ee is researching whether or not we need
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hardcopies of Yellow Book . They will be survey membership. The newsle er was a collabora ve eﬀort of the PR com‐
mi ee. Many thanks. Members can access member only informa on on our website . The login is zontaclub and the
password is Homewalk00.
Service/Legisla on & Advocacy. Michelle Atwell. Mee ng next Thursday evening. If you know of an agency that
needs our service dollars please direct them to our website to submit their applica on.
Ways & Means. Ann Beck No report
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
District Conference – need to determine why such a large group of our members are not receiving district informa on.
Reminder club will cover the $195 admission fee. A er October 4th the fee is $225. Club will reimburse the member
a er they a end the conference. You can bring a guest to diﬀerent events.
Cole e will contact those only wan ng to a end Friday Fun Night.
Calendar Highlights
Important Dates
October 1

November
December

MCC
15
17
18-20
5
19
21
7-8
10
??

MCC
MACF
Bay City
MCC
NU
MACF
Linda’s home

Business Meeting
Social Meeting
Speaker: Laura Wolak, Red Dirt Road Empowering Women in Cambodia
Speaker: Jacquie Gudmundsen, Zonta International Foundation
Board Meeting
District Conference
Business Meeting
Social Meeting Speaker: Senator Emmons Human Trafficking
Board Meeting
Homewalk
Afterglow
Shelterhouse Xmas Party

Thanks to Kathy Swarthout for assis ng with sponsorships.
50/50 – $ 28 was won by Lisa Hulbert.
DOLLAR ANNOUNCEMENTS
MACF if hos ng an event Wednesday October 16th from 6:00 to 8:00 at the H. Please RSVP. We will honor community
members who have supported the MACF. Envelopes of 400 in the 40th for community members who make an annual
contribu uon.
Casey Malek at Space Inc. hos ng a launch party tomorrow from 5:00 – 7:00
Thanks for dona ons to the resale shop. October is Domes c Violence Month.
Dow Gardens is a proud par cipant for Solar Sound, 20 speakers on the hills out by the children’s gardens. A wonderful
exhibit for the month of October.
CNC is having a raﬄe for $5000. Colle e is selling 750 raﬄe ckets for $20 each.
The Grace A. Dow library is developing a strategic plan for non‐users and they want to hear from you. Wednesday, Oc‐
tober 23.
The mee ng was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.
Respec ully submi ed,
Rhonda Anderson
Corresponding Secretary
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November 2013
Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5 Business
Meeting @
MCC

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Tammy Bergeon

8

9

6

7

Kathy Dollard

Julie Ratcliffe

13

14

15

16

11:30 am

10

11

12

Harriet
Stopyak

17

18

19 Social
20
Meeting @ NU
7 pm
Sen. Emmons
“Human Trafficking”

21 Board
Meeting @
MACF
7:15am

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

27
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December 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4
Barb Vanderkelen

5
Linda Goltz

6
Rebecca Wieland

7

11

12

13

14

8

9

10

HOMEWALK

AFTERGLOW

HOMEWALK

@ Linda Malakedeli’s

15

16

17
Colette St.
Louis

18

19

20
Linda Malekadeli

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29
Lisa Orlando

30
Sue Moody,
Lynda Putt

31
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January 2014
Sun

5

Mon

6

Tue

7 Business
Meeting @
Holiday Inn

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

11:30 am

12

13

14

Cathy Budd

19
Sharon
Mortensen

20

21 Social
Meeting @
Holiday Inn
5:30 pm

22
Nancy Barker

Alisha Toyzan

Patty
Aspin
26

27

28

29

30

31

