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APRIL 2014 

ZCoM News 

Head(shot) Hun ng 

That was the phrase of the night as auc oneer Trudy Gri‐
mason cajoled, teased, and ins gated bidders to up the ante 
against each other at the Zonta Auc on on April 22nd.  Her 
insistence and encouragement worked!  The auc on grossed 
$6192 which goes into our Conven on Fund. 
 
With over 90 items to bid on, the paddles were flying.  Several 
bidders accumulated quite a stash of winnings.  Others came 
to bid on one or two par cular items and held out un l they 
were on the auc on block.  The big bid items for the evening 
were the estate planning cer ficate from Wendy Kanar, a 
week at Lisa Hulbert’s co age on Crooked Lake, the North‐
wood Loons suite, and the hot air balloon ride.  

 
Along with the auc on, there was the Girl Scout 
cookie table which offered a chance to win a basket 
filled with sweets from Heather ‘n’ Holly, a bo le of 
wine, a basket of books from AAUW, and a gi  cer‐
ficate for custom jewelry.  Each numbered box of 

cookies cost $10 and even if you didn’t win the prize, 
you s ll got cookies!  No losers on this one!  Congrat‐
ula ons to Mary Hart who selected the winning 
cookie box. 
 
The Ways and Means Commi ee, who sorted, bun‐
dled, and wrapped all the baskets, wants to thank all the members who donated gi  
items and baskets, brought friends to the event, and bid, bid, bid the night away.  An‐
other successful auc on means more funds for par cipa on in conven ons, Spring  
Workshops, and Fall Conference.                      (See more pictures on page 4) 

Zonta Club of Midland 

The Membership Commi ee will be taking pictures at the mee ngs 
in May to include in the new membership list currently in develop‐
ment.  Jennifer Chappel, Chair of the Membership Commi ee, asks 
that if you already have a headshot you’d like to use , please send it 
to her at chappel@midlandhabitat.org.   

If you haven’t had the opportunity to update your informa on that appears in the 
Yellow Book, (e.g., new addresses, contact numbers, emails) that can also be sent to 
Jennifer.   

May 20, 2014 
Come see the impact 

of Homewalk ... 
And bring a friend! 

Trudy Grimason working 
her magic. 

Mary Hart needed help from Ann Beck 
to carry all her winnings. 
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Zon ans, 

Over the past several months the membership commi ee has collected names of 
poten al new members for our club.  In addi on to solici ng names from all of 
you, they iden fied prospec ve members from women who have been recognized 
in the community.   

We are very excited about recrui ng these women to our club and are very fortu‐
nate that they have been invited to join us in May.  Our May dinner mee ng is 
always a great event.  Listening to our scholarship recipients’ stories is such a won‐
derful reminder of the impact  our  me, effort and funds have on the women in 
this community.   

We are hoping for a great turnout and need your help.  In this newsle er, we’ve 
included a list of all the women who have received an invita on to our membership drive.  If you know any of the 
women on this list, please reach out to them, give them your perspec ve on what it means to be a Zon an and en‐
courage them to a end the mee ng.  And if you know of anyone else that you think would make a great Zon an, 
please invite them to the mee ng as well.  

Thanks! 

Cathy 

Editor’s note:  See Page 5 for prospec ve member list 

The PR Committee will accept members’ articles (with accompanying photos, if applicable) for publication 
in this newsletter.  Articles will be edited for content and compatibility with Zonta Club goals.  Please sub-
mit your articles in Word format, pictures in jpg format, or flyers and brochures as PDFs to: Colette St. 
Louis at Colette51@charter.net.   

This newsletter is published by the Zonta Club of Midland PR Committee, edited by Colette St. Louis, PR 
Chair.  2014 Committee members and contributors:  Carole Calvert-Baxter, Cynthia Chilcote, Jenny 
Kendrick. 

Sandy 

Weimer 

Update 

Sandy had a setback with her hip rehabilita on and will be going to U of M on May 15th for a 
consulta on for reconstruc ve hip joint surgery to keep the joint replacement from coming 
out again.  “We don’t have any idea when surgery can be scheduled,” said Sandy.  In the 
mean me, she’s very immobile.  She’s limited to computer work and walking through her 
house where she uses a walker “to remind me not to bend over too far or to take a step the 
wrong way.”   
 
Despite her restric ons, Sandy s ll managed to coordinate and supply the manpower to 
transport auc on items last week.  You can’t keep a good woman down! 
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Winged ZING! at Dow Gardens 

Zonta Club members who a ended the April 16th ZING! were given a personalized tour of 
the Dow Gardens bu erfly house by our own Elizabeth Lumbert, Associate Director.  She not 
only provided a behind‐the‐scenes look at how the bu erfly house operates, but also kept 
everyone engaged with educa onal informa on as she directed our a en on to the won‐
ders around us. 
 
Elizabeth explained how heavily regulated the bu erfly/moth industry is from the construc‐
on of the building to the receiving of the chrysalises/cocoons, to the restric ons of access 

by guests.  The USDA provides these regula ons to prevent foreign flora and fauna from in‐
vading the locales where they’ve been imported.   That’s why there’s always a volunteer on 
duty to admit and release visitors:  to make sure they aren’t transpor ng hitchhikers when 
they leave! 
 
Dow Gardens orders their bu erflies from breeders in the South.  While they make specific 
selec ons, they don’t really know if they’ll get what they ordered because the breeders 

can’t always provide what’s requested.  In any case, when the shipments begin arriving, there are strict guidelines that 
must be followed for packaging, transpor ng, and receiving the delicate chrysalises.  The bu erfly house has to main‐
tain really humid and moist condi ons to encourage “hatching.”  So, while it 
may be snowing and frigid outside, the climate inside is tropical.  Volunteers 
keep the floor watered, misters are strategically placed, and the tempera‐
ture is carefully regulated.  
 
Pa  Tuma is shown above making friends with a Blue Morpho, one of the 
larger bu erflies you’ll find here.  This one decided that Pa  was very com‐
fortable because it stayed with her for several minutes.  No, that’s not a bar‐
re e in Barb Vanderkelen’s hair….it’s a bu erfly taking a break from flight. 

 
Do you know the difference between a chrysalis and a cocoon?  
Elizabeth answered that ques on for us.  When a caterpillar 
undergoes metamorphosis, it takes two different methods: one if it’s a bu erfly and one if it’s a moth.  A 
bu erfly caterpillar a aches itself to a leaf and develops a hard coa ng as it sheds its skin, which protects 
the pupa it’s become.  A bu erfly pupa is a chrysalis.  A moth caterpillar spins a 
silk cocoon that encases the caterpillar as a pupa.  Bu erflies do not spin co‐
coons.   
 

Thank you to Elizabeth Lumbert for sharing her knowledge and 
showing us the workings of this wonderful aspect of Dow Gardens.  Now let’s get some 
flowers blooming! 

Chrysalis                                                      Cocoon 

Guest Kelli Minardi not too 

sure about this! 
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Thank You 
for making 
our 2014 
Auction a 
success! 
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Shown here is a par al list of 
individuals we have invited to 
be guests at our May 20th 
mee ng. People who have al‐
ready responded have been 
removed from the list.  If you 
know any of the remaining 
women, please contact them to 
extend a personal invita on.  
Our May Scholarship Dinner 
captures our en re Homewalk 
process and the scholarship 
winners’ stories inspire us to do 
even more.  This mee ng is the 
perfect opportunity to show 
prospec ve members what 
we’re all about and how we im‐
pact lives of women in our area.  
Let’s share our story with as 
many guests as we can! 

 

You Can Help Increase our Membership 
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Led by Debbie Stephens, Advocacy Commi ee Chair, Zonta Club 
of Midland members will be par cipa ng in this year’s Habitat for 
Humanity Women Build on May 9th.  At the business mee ng on 
April 8th we were introduced to Donna Sperr, a domes c violence 
survivor who will make the house her home. 

Jennifer Chappel, Director of Habitat for Humanity (HFH) in Mid‐
land, explained that Habitat clients have to complete an extensive 
applica on process, indicate an ability to pay and willingness to 
partner in the build.  HFH then does a home visit to interview a 
prospec ve build client.  A er reviewing Donna’s applica on and 
visi ng her a couple of  mes, Jennifer called to let her know there 

would need to be one more visit.  She and Nancy Duford from Shelterhouse showed up at Donna’s residence with bal‐
loons and smiles to let her know that she’d have a home built. 

Donna thanked Shelterhouse for their support and encouragement.  That and her faith kept her going.  She said she 
learned how to place boundaries and set goals.  Donna told the membership that the home we will help build will pro‐
vide the “rock founda on” for a good life for her and her 6‐year‐old daughter, Abigail.  She said she now has the confi‐
dence to go forward successfully and provide an atmosphere for her daughter that will break the cycle of abuse.  In 
closing, Donna thanked Zonta for their support of women.   

 Date:  May 9th 
 Time:   1‐5 PM.  And, if you are interested, Habitat will be serving lunch at 

noon 
 Loca on:  To be announced by Habitat closer to the build date 
The Advocacy Commi ee will be thinking about ways to promote our mission and 
show our solidarity at the build.  If you have any great ideas, please let Debbie 
know (DHStephens@dow.com). 

A House for Donna 

The JUNE SOCIAL is our celebra on of the  Zonta New 
Year .  It will be held at Whi ng Forest on June 17th.  
The Fellowship Commi ee will have Donna Frawley of 
Frawley’s Fine Herbary do a cooking demo on sum‐
mer cooking including some gluten free entrees. The 
cost is $15.  If you haven’t already signed up, please 
contact Lisa Miner to save your spot.   

Herbology is Not Just a Class at Hogwarts 

Kim Bruce from Shelterhouse, Donna Sperr, and Jennifer 
Chappel 

Time to Dish Some Dirt   
Grab your gloves and trowel, it’s  me for MIDLAND BLOOMS!  Star ng at 8:30 on Sat‐

urday, May 17th, Zonta will be plan ng flowers along our usual block of Eastman Road 

from Bookness to Carpenter.  Nan Blasy is this year’s block captain and reports that it 

usually takes about an hour, but that  me can be cut if we have lots of hands in the 

dirt.  So, round up friends and family for some quality  me making Midland beau ful. 

Last year Nan brought donut holes to keep us mo vated. 
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District 15 Spring Workshops—Two Opportuni es Le  
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Zonta Club of Midland 

Business Meeting 
Tuesday, April 8, 2014 

11:30 a.m. @ MCC 
 
Call to Order by Cathy Budd     12:02 p.m. 
 
Introductions of Members and Guests 
 
Corresponding Secretary Report:  
 Moved by:  Linda Malekadeli 
 Seconded: Jenny Kendrick 
 Passed…yes 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
 Moved by:  Patty Aspin 
 Seconded: Harriet Stopyak 
 
Diane Moomey proposed the following Slate of Officers for 2014-15 
 
ZONTA PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS — June 2014 – May 2015 
 
Officers 
(One-year terms, members are eligible to serve two consecutive terms except Treasurer, who may serve up to four) 
 

 

 
Directors/Committee Chairs 
(One-year terms, members are eligible to serve two consecutive terms)  
 

 

 
We will vote on these at our May Business meeting.  If you have any further nominations, let Diane Moomey know. 
 
Committee Announcements/Reports: 
 
Advocacy by Debbie Stevens:  Reminder to all of us that April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  Reminded us all that we need to sign up to 

President Sharon Mortensen 
1st Vice President Ann Beck 
2nd Vice President Debbie Stephens 
Secretary Beverly McCray 
Treasurer Karla Oldenburg 
Past President Cathy Budd 
Parliamentarian Appointed by president 

– Diane Moomey 

ARR Carol Arnosky 
Advocacy Debbie Stephens 
Archives Rhonda Anderson 
Attendance Deb Miller 
Bylaws 1st VP – Ann Beck 
Fellowship Patty Tuma and Nan Blasy, 

 co-chairs 

Finance/Fundraising 1st VP – Ann Beck 
Golden Z Megan Granda 
Homewalk Elizabeth Lumbert 

Denise Avery 
Membership Jennifer Chappel 

& Christin Petroski 
Nominating Cathy Budd 

Sharon Mortensen 
Esther Williams 

PR/Newsletter Colette St. Louis 
Service Jill VanderZouwen 
United Nations/Intercity Kathy Swarthout 
Ways and Means Lynda Putt 
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work on the Habitat for Humanity home during the Women’s Build Week.  She will introduce our speaker later. 
 
ARR by Susan:  2 events coming up one on April 12:  Dancing under the Stars with the Kiwanis Club, another one on April 16:  Zing at Butter-
fly House at Dow Gardens.  
 
Archives by Esther Williams:  No report  
 
Attendance by Harriet Stopyak: No report 
 
Bylaws by Sharon Mortensen:  Bylaws committee moved the proposed changes be accepted.  Ann Beck seconded.  No further discussion.  
Motion passed. 
 
Finance/Fundraising by Sharon Mortensen:  Option 1 was approved by the vote of the membership.  Karla Oldenburg has sent out invoices 
and can send another if you need to have the total meal costs to expense now. 
 
Fellowship/Awards by Lisa Miner:  June Social will be at Whiting Forest.  She has confirmed that Donna Frawley, from Frawley’s Fine Herbary 
will be doing a cooking demonstration and the RSVP needs to be to Attendance by June 1.  
   
Golden Z Club by Megan Granda:  Thanked us all for our donations to their Operation Smile project. 
 
Homewalk by Elizabeth Lumbert & Denise Avery:  Signed up a new home.  Third home is confirmed from Greystone Builders.  Our meeting is 
this Friday, the 2nd Friday of the month at Pizza Sam’s.   
 
Membership by Jennifer Chappel:  Please give them names of any prospective members for an invite to the May Dinner meeting.  They are 
working with PR committee to get directory online @ website, they will also be updating our photos, all need to be done, as format has 
changed and they need to be redone. 
 
PR/Newsletter by Colette St. Louis:  PR committee is putting together a packet for the Spring workshops detailing our partnership with the 
MACF and Zonta for our Homewalk.   
 
Status of Women/Service by Michele Atwell:  No report. 
 
United Nations/InterCity by Kathy Swarthout:  They completed the 50 Birthing Kits and have sent them out.  Please let people know about 
scholarships we have at a district level. 
 
Ways & Means by Ann Beck:  Gathering items.  Will send out email for signing up to help put baskets together the Monday.  We have secured 
the Estate Planning package from Wendy Kanar and wanted to let you all know to plan ahead for the purchase.  We have several 
“experiences” we need wine and more items. 
 
Parliamentarian by Esther Williams:  No report 
 
Immediate Past President by Diane Moomey:  No report 
 
Experience of a Domestic Assault Survivor:  Donna, the Habitat for Humanity homeowner, spoke to us about her experiences and how thank-
ful she is to Shelterhouse and Habitat for Humanity.  She also thanked us for our involvement with the two organizations.  She spoke about 
what she’s learned and the excitement of building a home for herself and her daughter. 
   
Unfinished business:  None 
 
New Business: 

Calendar Highlights: 
 April 22  Auction 
 April 24  Board Meeting 
 May 6  Business Meeting 
 May 20  Scholarship Winners/Homewalk Homeowners 
 June 3  Business Meeting 
 June 17  Social Meeting at Whiting Forest 
  

 Nan Blasy announced that Midland Blooms is coming up on Saturday, May 17, and we will again be planting along Eastman Ave. from 
Bookness towards Carpenter.  She will have sign-up sheets at the next 2 meetings to gather volunteers.  Event starts at 8:30 a.m.  
More details next month.  

 
50/50:  Winner was Donna 
$1 Announcements:  Pam Nagle offered information on chocolate parties.  Need to order now to have by Mother’s Day.  
Sharon Mortensen announced that June 4 to 8 will be the FunZone renovation project.  They are in need of volunteers to help with building, 
food and they are still selling fence pickets to help fund the work.  Go to MACF website for details. 
 
Closed with Zonta Code at 12:42 p.m.  
 
Submitted by Ann Beck 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
 

4 5 6   Business 
Meeting @ 
MCC   
11:30 am 
 
Melinda Gall 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

11 12 13 14 15   16 17 

18 19 20  Scholar-
ship Dinner @ 
MCC  5:30 
 

21 

 

 

Lisa Miner 

22 Board 
Meeting @ 
MACF  
7:15am 
 
 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 

 

 

Maria Cohoon 

29 

 

 

Alice Strange 

30 31 

 

May 2014 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  Business 
Meeting @ 
MCC   
11:30 am 

4 5 6 
 
Lydia Watson-
Pinney 

7 

8 

 

Maureen Acker, 
Beth Sorenson-
Prince 

9 10   11 12 13 14 

15 

 

Jana Chotivko-
va 

16   

 

Esther Williams 

17  

JUNE 
SOCIAL 
 
Whiting Forest 

18 19 Board 
Meeting @ 
MACF  
7:15am 

20 
 
Rhonda Ander-
son 

21 

22 23 24 25 26   27 

Kathy Allen, 
Debra Miller 
 

28 

29 30 
 
Susan Hammer 

     

June 2014 



 13 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 

 

5 

6 7 8  9 

Michele Atwell 

10 

 

11 

Deborah Witt 

12 

13 

Melissa An-
derson 

14 

Pam Nagel 

15 

Susan Put-
nam 

16 

 

17 18 

 

19 

20 21 22  
 
Carol Arnosky 

 
 

23 24   

 

25 26 

Sandy Weimer 

27 28 

Janine Oud-
erkirk 

29 30 31   

July 2014 
NO CLUB MEETINGS IN JULY 


